
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a small business operator, I urge you to support the pending EchoStar an
d DirecTV merger.  This is an exciting combination because of the clear ben
efits it will provide for consumers and retail merchants and contractors.

Retail merchants will benefit from EchoStar's upgrade plans because it will
 simplify their inventory and repair process by standardizing the satellite
 TV equipment platform.  The greatest gains for retail merchants will come
from EchoStar's plans to carry local broadcast channels in all 210 US telev
ision markets once the merger is completed.  This means that satellite TV w
ill be a more effective competitor to cable since consumers will now be abl
e to get their local stations by satellite as they can currently from cable
.  As it is now, if I sell a satellite system to a customer who wants to re
ceive network stations the customer must continue to subscribe to cable for
 the local stations or install an antenna.  The cost of an antenna system r
equired to receive the locals in Charleston, Illinois ranges from $300 to $
1200 depending upon how many of the local stations the customer wants to re
ceive.  This merger will put local retailers selling DBS satellite dishes o
n a more level playing field as they sell services that directly compete wi
th local cable TV companies. This service improvement will mean more busine
ss for retailers and a more competitive video service for consumers from sa
tellite television.

This merger is an economic gain for the small business community and it nee
ds your support.

Sincerely,

Larry Rennels
211 Lincoln Ave.
Charleston, IL  61920


